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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS BRING PHOTO-FINISH: 
PEOPLE'S PARTY 79, SOCIALISTS 78; COALITION 
PARTIES OVERWHELMINGLY CONFIRMED ~— 
COMMUNISTS ELIMINATED 

The parliamentary elections of May 10 brought the usual 
high turn-out (about 95% of the electorate). The results: 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 


People’s Socialist Freedom Communist 
Party Party Party Party 
719 18 8 _ 
(1956: ) (82) (74) (6) (3) 
' (1953: ) (74) (73) (14) (4) 


The four political parties (exclusive of splinter groups 
whose share of the vote, as a rule, is less than 1%) received 
4,364,563 votes; according to the unofficial returns avail- 
able on May 11, the Socialists hold an edge of about 20,000: 


POPULAR VOTE 





1959 %o 1956 % 1953 %o 

Socialist party 1,953,566 44.75)1,873,250 43.3 |1,818,517 42.1 
People’s party 1,932,690 44.35)2,000,086 46.2]1,781,777 41.2 
Freedom party 335,699 7.7 | 283,713 6.5] 472,866 11.0 
| eee party 142,608 3.2 | 145,432 3.3] 228,159 5.3 





COMMUNITY COUNTRIES ACCOUNT FOR 
0% OF AUSTRIA'S FOREIGN TRADE 

About half of Austria’s foreign trade is effected with the 
countries of the European Economic Community (EEC). In 
18, Austria exported to these states goods to a value of 
11,845 million schillings, as compared to 12,548 million in 
1997. Austrian purchases from the EEC area over the same 

period included goods to an equivalent of 15,169 million 
| settings as against 15,224 million in 1957. (About 26 
Schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 

During the first two months of 1959 Austria’s EEC in- 
‘pew amounted to a value of 2,331 million schillings, which 
indicates an increase of 3.3 per cent over January-February 
198. Austrian sales in the EEC area in these two months 
volved goods to a value of 1,774.5 million schillings —a 
q ectease by 0.6 per cent against January-February 1958. 
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“EUROPEAN CONVERSATION’ IN VIENNA 

The City of Vienna will sponsor a so-called European 
Conversation in the Vienna City Hall, next June 17 to 20. 
Its general subject will be: ‘‘The Young Generation and 
Europe.” Forum discussions with young parliament members 
of a number of European countries are intended to supply 
answers to questions directed to them by the public. The 
panel will include the following parliament members: Dunstan 
Curtis, Council of Europe; R.H.S. Crossman, Britain; P. 
Kirk, Britain; J.M. Stoffels van Haaften, Netherlands; A. E.M. 
Duynstee, Netherlands; Finn Moe, Norway; E. Majonika, 
West Germany; Heinz Poehler, West Germany; Heinz Kuehn, 
West Germany; H.A. Luecker, West Germany; Buelent Ecevit, 
Turkey. The meeting will also feature a discussion between 
the foreign guests and representatives of Austrian youth 
organizations, 


AUSTRIA ELECTED TO UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

During the recent session of the United Nations Fcono- 
mic and Social Council in Mexico City, Austria was elected 
amember of the UN Human Rights Commission; Austria will be 
represented by Dr. Felix Ermacora professor of public law 
at the University of Innsbruck, 

The Human Rights Commission was created by the United 
Nations in 1946; its work embraces the study and treatment 
of all questions of human rights, especially the drafting of 
declarations and agreements on human rights, the right of 
self-determination, protection of minorities as well as pro- 
tection against discrimination on the basis of race, sex, 
language or religion, 


SOUTH TYROL BEFORE THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

When Foreign Minister Leopold Figl, speaking as Chair- 
man of the Ministerial Council at a special session commem- 
orating the 10th anniversary of the Council of Europe last 
April 20 in Strasbourg, mentioned the situation in the South 
Tyrol, he was interrupted by the Italian Delegate. 

The Austrian foreign minister had said in his speech 
that the history of the Austrian State Treaty of May 15, 1955, 
was proof that statesmanlike prudence could sometimes 
succeed — in spite of apparently irreconcilable differences — 
in stripping difficult questions of their critical character 
and in finding solutions which take into account the rights 
of those immediately concerned as well as the interests of 
Europe and of peace. For centuries, Dr. Figl said, Stras- 
bourg had been the symbol of an apparently unsolvable differ- 
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ence between two great powers. Jf the ancient Franco-German 
difference could be resolved, he asked, should it then not 
also be possible in constant and untiring efforts to overcome 
other world problems? 

When Dr. Figl continued:‘‘In this connection, and not 
only as ar Austrian but particularly as a European, I feel 
obliged to point at a problem which subjects Austria’s re- 
lations to its neighbor Italy to a severe test, a problem which 
also threatens to endanger the harmonious cooperation of 
the free peoples of Europe, namely the question of the South 
Tyrol,’’ he was interrupted by the Italian representative 
Lucifero with the remark that this problem was not under con- 
sideration. The chairman of the session, Dehousse, shared 


this view. Foreign Minister Figl then stated that it was most 
regrettable that it was impossible to discuss the question of 
the South Tyrol in the spirit of European solidarity. 

During the political debate, the vice president of the 
Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe Karl Czer- 
netz, member of the Austrian parliament, discussed a number 
of political problems among which he mentioned the problem 
of the South Tyrol. He said that he regretted the incident 
during the commemorative session, but he considered it as 
self-understood that the problem be discussed in the Council 
of Europe. 

Czemetz said he wanted it absolutely clear that the Re- 
public of Austria was not making any demand for territory. 
‘‘We neither desire nor support any irredenta and we do not 
recommend any policy of force,’’ Czernetz said. ‘‘But,’’ he 
continued, ‘‘social, economic and cultural problems exist ir 
in the South Tyrol, and acts disadvantageous to the German- 
speaking minority are committed. Austria is asked to practice 
discretion and patience. We have been patient for years! 
The question of the status of autonomy should be discussed 
with open heart and a real will.’’ 

Czernetz declared that regarding the question of the South 
Tyrol, no differences existed between the two parties sharing 
in the government in Austria. The representatives of both 
parties in the federal government shared the same opinion. 

After mentioning Trieste as an example of an agreed, 
peaceable solution, Czernetz expressed the hope that the 
South Tyrol problem, too, might be brought to an agreed so- 
lution. But if that should prove to be impossible, Czernetz 
said, both parties in the Austrian government and the Austri- 
an government itself were prepared at any time to accept 
the judgm at of an international body, whether this was the 
International Court of Justice at The Hague or an agency of 
the Council of Europe, the European Commission or the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice. ‘‘Whatever they will say,’’ Czernetz 
concluded, ‘‘we shall accept in that spirit of Furopean soli- 
darity which mules us, but which should also govern this 
discussion.”’ 

The Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe 
also took up the South Tyrol problem in a tense atmosphere 
during its political debate. Dr. Toncic, a member of the 
Austrian parliament, presented the Austrian point of 
view and rejected the Italian claim that the South Tyrol 
problem is a purely internal concern of Italy. He deman- 
ded autonomy for the South Tyroleans and cited the 


— 


autonomy granted by Finland to the Swedish minority as 
an example, 


CARDINAL KOENIG TO VISIT U.S. NEXT MONTH 

Franz Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop of Vienna, wil] 
travel to the United States early in June to accept an honor 
ary doctor’s degree from Notre Dame University at South 
Bend, Indiana, He will be accompanied by Msgr. Leopold 
Ungar. At the ceremony which will take place on June 7, 
Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani will also receive the honorary 
doctor title. 

Following the academic exercises, Cardinal Koenig » 
will visit a number of Church dignitaries in the United States 
among them Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New 
York. Cardinal Koenig’s return to Vienna is expected late ip 
July. 


U.S. TO SUPPLY URANIUM TO IAEA 

The Board of Governors of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, now meeting in Vienna, has approved draft 
agreements between the United States, the United Kingdom 
and the Soviet Union for the supply by these nations of 
nuclear materials for the use of the Agency. The Soviet 
Union agreed to make 110 lbs. of uranium-235 available to 
the Agency. Britain is to supply 44 lbs. The United States 
will supply 11,000 lbs. of contained uranium-235 together 
with such additional quantities of nuclear materials as will 


match the total of all supplies of these materials by other? 


members of the Agency by July 1, 1960. 


ALMOST 70,000 UNEMPLOYED LESS 

The number of registered unemployed at the end of April, 
1959, amounted to 100,415 (40,731 men and 59,684 women), 
In comparison with late March, the total number of unemployed 
was reduced by 67,161 persons or 40.1%. Of this decrease, 
men made up 80.1% The reduction concerned especially! 
workers in the building trades in which 31,192 persons (or 
46.4% of the total reduction) were newly employed, New 
employment in the agricultural and forestry (lumb er) trades 
accounted for another 15,669 persons (or 23.3%). And the 
end of April only 11,000 workers in the building trades and 
9,500 agricultural and forestry workers were without jobs. 
Compared with the end of April of last year, the total nur 
ber ot unemployed was 23,952 persons or 19.3% less this 
year, Thus, the ~umber of gainfully employed persons again 
reached about 2.3 million, 


HIGHER TAKE-HOME WAGES 

Net earnings of Austrien industrial workers have ir 
creased 35% between 1953 and 1958, according to a report 
of the Austrian Institute for Economic Research. Living 
costs increased 13% during the same period Net eaming 
of white collar workers increased even more 49%. Industrial 
wage costs per worker have increased 35%. In 1958 alone, 
they went up 6.6%. The increase in earings, it was noted, 
is higher than that of productivity. 
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sTOCK TO EMPLOYES 

Distribution of Steyr Motors stock to workers and enr 
sloyes who have been with the Steyr-Daimler-Puch company 
more than five years was initiated a few years ago. Since 
then, the quoted value of Steyr stock has risen from 236 to 
940. The stock has a nominal value of 100 schillings. (About 
96 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 


¥ 


HIGHER TAX RECEIPTS DESPITE TAX REDUCTIONS 

The tax revenue which the Austrian government collect- 
ed during the first quarter of 1959 amounted to 6,524,000 ,000 
schillings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) The 
government’s net receipts were 512 million schillings higher 
than in the first quarter of 1958. It is also noteworthy that 
in spite of the third reduction in income tax rates, income tax 
receipts had not gone below last year’s results: during the 
first quarter of 1958, income tax receipts amounted to 653,7 
million schillings; during the same period of 1959, they 
amounted to 665,9 million schillings. 


SAVINGS DEPOSITS REACH RECORD HIGH 

A recent survey by the International Institute of Savings 
Banks showed that in the period from 1948 to 1957, Austria 
achieved the largest growth in savings deposits among all 
member nations. Austria’s real increase in average savings 
deposits during the period surveyed amounted to no less 
, than 418%. 

This percentage is even more than that reached by the 
Federal Republic of Germany which showed a 304% increase. 
A gain of between 100% and 250% was achieved by Belgium, 
France, Italy and Spain while an increase of less than 100% 
was reached in 10 other countries. Twelve nations showed a 
reduction in real savings. 

Another survey gives the average deposit per savings 
account in all banks in U.S. dollars. Among 19 nations 
surveyed, Austria was in 12th place with an average $166 
«count. Top rank was taken by the United States with $1,362. 
Next came Luxembourg ($433), New Zealand ($403), Aus- 
talia ($372) and Great Britain ($258). West Germany was 
, behind Austria with $145, followed by the Netherlands with 
$132. 





AUTOMOBILE CORPORATIONS CONSOLIDATE 

An important change in ownership took place recently 
inthe Austrian automobile industry when the Steyr-Daimler- 
Puch company purchased the controlling share of the Austrian 
Suurer company. The change in ownership is probably due to 
the situation in the Austrian heavy truck industry. In this 
eld, in which the Saurer company specializes although other 
{Austrian car manufacturers also build heavy trucks, recent 
ievelopments pointed at an ever increasing domestic com- 
detition, 

In 1957, the Saurer company had sales totalling 337 
tillion schillings (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. 
£4.) 1958 sales were probably about the same. Estimates for 
this year are for similar results, but as of 1960, a noticeable 
sles improvement (of about 10 to 15%) is expected, parti- 
“ilarly on the basis of orders for the Austrian army. 
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AUSTRIAN CURRENCY RESERVES REACH NEW HIGH 

The latest report of the Austrian National Bank shows 
increases of 260 million schillings in Austria’s gold re- 
serves and 78 million schillings in the country’s national 
and foreign currency deposits for the first half of 1959. In 
all, total Austrian currency reserves reached a new high of 
18,060,000,000 schillings. (About 26 schillings equal one 
dollar, Ed.) 

Savings account deposits continued to rise during March 
although at a slower rate than during the two preceding 
months, Tentative figures show that savings deposits in- 
creased by 216 million schillings to 23,180,000,000 schil- 
lings; of the gain, 120 million schillings were deposited in 
savings banks, Checking accounts gained 299 million schil- 
lings in deposits. Total deposits amounted to 42,940,000,000 ~ 
schillings, 

A somewhat increasing demand for commercial credits 
was noted by the banks particularly while savings institu- 
tions and agricultural credit societies reported a slight de- 
cline in credit applications. The credit volume (including all 
types of credit institutions) increased by 386 million schil- 
lings to 42,650,000,000 schillings. Including certain special 
special loans, the total credit volume stood at 39,620,000,000 
schillings at the end of March. 

Final results for February, 1959, show the following 
factors which have influenced the Austrian credit operations 
for many months: Continued high foreign money influxes, and 
continued increase in inter-banking activities and in cash 
reserves because of lack of investment possibilities. This 
development has been met by the credit institutions through 
several liberalizations in credit conditions. 

Concerning the international economic situation, the 
report said that, no sign of material change in the current 
status was noticeable. Seasonal recovery, it said, was going 


apace on the European continent as well as in the United 
States, 


POSTAL SAVING PICKS UP BUSINESS 

Last year, the Austrian Postal Savings Department 
handied about 564.4 billion schillings in 130.9 million 
individual transactions. The value was 8.6% more than in 
1957 and the volume 4.4% Of the total, 444.8 billion schil- 
lings were transferred within the system. Total deposits in 
postal checking accounts increased by 762 million schil- 
lings or 23% to 4,027,000,000 schillings. (About 26 schil- 
lings equal one dollar. Ed.) In savings accounts, deposits 
increased by 387 million schillings or 32.5% to 1,578,500,000 
schillings. The largest increase in savings deposits came 
last January with 60 million schillings. 


EXPORTS TO CANADA UP 

Austria’s export to Canada amounted to approximately 
$4.8 million in 1958 in contrast to barely $4.5 million in 1957. 
In comparison with 1955, Austrian shipments to Canada 
almost doubled. This development is the more important as 
Canada’s total imports decreased by about 8% from 1957 to 
1958. 
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AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN TRADE 1953 TO 1958 *) m 
In billion schillings - 
(About 26 schillings equal one dollar) - 
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May 16,1959 
Foreign Trade According to Country Groupings. 
—_—_- ' | 
1953 1954 1955 1956 | 1987 1958 
: Value in million ‘schillings 7 
— | 
IMPORTS | | | 
en ee 8.295 | 11.930 | 16.086 | 17.207 | 19.777 | 19.970 
Gastern Europe *)........... 1439 | 1548 | 2160 | 2416 2992 3.006 
North and South Arerica.| 2547 | 2290 | 3463 | 4225 | 4623 | 3.821 
y | Other ee eeees oes | 1210 | 1300 | 1471 | 1947 | 1.115 
total ....| 13.269 | 16.967 23.068 25.319 29.338 27.912 
=XPORTS 
¥|EPU nations.................. 8.882 | 10.700 | 12393 | 14.747 16.457 | 16.621 
Fastern Europe *)........... 1420 | 1495 | 1804 | 2861 | 3519 | 2966 
North and South America.| 1304 1507 | 1.758 2004 | 2027 2123 
Other countries.............. 1.491 2059 | 2214 2464 | 3439 = 2.154 
total 13.187 | 15851 | 18.169 | 22.076 | 25.442 | 23.066 
~ *) Without Yugoslavia and Finland. 





WATCH EXPORTS QUADRUPLED 
After three years of decline, production of Austrian 
mtches has again increased. Last year, 223 million boxes 


10 | were manufactured as against 213 million in 1957. This is 


till a long way from the record production of 521 million 
boxes in 1951. However, compared with 1957, match exports 
}quadrupled last year. The value of these exports rose to 2.7 
nillion schillings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 
Among the more important purchasing countries were Saudi 
Yarabia, the United States, Britain and the West Indies, 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely. 
source need not be given. 





ELECTRIC CURRENT TO DOUBLE IN 10 YEARS 

Communications Minister Waldbrunner recently turned 
the first shovel of ground in Edling, Kaernten, where a new 
tydro- el ectric power station of the Austrian Drau Power Corp. 


40 vill be constructed. ‘‘With this celebration begins a new 


petiod of construction for our power economy,’’ the Minister 
stid. Ten days earlier, he recalled, Austria celebrated the 


95 jompletion of the power station group Glockner-Kaprun when 


iis final unit in Schwarzach began operations. He added that 
wst of the other large power stations, scheduled in the 


2 ostwar period, had been finished. He mentioned in this 


omection the Reisseck-Kreuzeck station and expansion of 
he steam plant in St. Andrae, both in Kaernten. In other 
parts of Austria, the large power stations on the Ill, the Inn 
ad the Enns as well as on the Danube were noteworthy, 
Taldbrunner said. 

{ Electric power consumption was growing apace, he 
ficclared, and ever new power stations were necessary to 
5 ‘over the increasing demand for current. For that reason, 
he added, the Austrian Power Works made plans last year 
ora new construction program for large power plants. The 
isttian government, on its side, had approved the plans, he 
Sid, Long-term planning, he said, included an estimated 
10% increase in Austria’s power consumption in the course 


15 


10 





















pi the next 10 years. 





LESS CRUDE OIL, MORE NATURAL GAS 

The Austrian petroleum production amounted to 618,148 
tons in the first quarter of this year and was about 16% less 
than during the same period of 1958. Of the total production, 
the Austrian Petroleum Administration produced 572,480 tons 
or 17% less than during the first three months of 1958. On 
the other hand, natural gas production amounted to 310 mil- 
lion cubic meters (one cubic meter equals 1.308 cubic yards. 
Ed.) during the first three months of 1959 and was 34% 
higher than during the same period of last year. 

The Petroleum Administration completed 93 deep oil 
probes last year. Of 15 test drillings, four resulted in the 
discovery of oil wells, of 11 other test drillings, eight brought 
oil finds and two resulted in sources of natural gas; of the 
67 production drillings, 65 were successful in producing oil. 

The number of producing oil wells was the same in 
December, 1958 as in December, 1957, although 71 new 
wells started production. During the past year, 70 wells had 
to be stopped and 12 oil wells in the Matzen (Lower Austria) 
had to be changed over to natural gas production. The number 
of producing gas sources rose from 49 to 60 during 1958. 


MAGNESITE PRODUCTION LOSSES 

The production of the Austrian magne site industry was 
considerably lower in the first three months of this year than 
during the same period of 1958. In most sectors it was even 
below the level of the first quarter of 1957. While magnesite 
production in the first three months of 1957 amounted to 
roughly 266,000 tons and had increased in 1958 to 317,000 
tons, it decreased to about 363,000 tons in the first quarter 
of 1959. In sinter magnesite, the production figures were 
92,200 tons in the first quarter of 1957 and 111,600 tons in 
the same period of 1958; this year, however, the first three 
months showed a production loss of about 19% The pro- 
duction decrease was particularly strong in magne site bricks 
and plates which went down from 65,000 tons in the first 
quarter of 1958 to 43,500 tons in the same period of 1959. 
However, the industry hopes to make up its losses with 
increased orders during the remainder of 1959. It estimates 
that it will be able to match last year’s production. 


LUMBER EXPORTS UP 

Fxports of coniferous lumber amounted to 692,395 cubic 
meters in the first quarter of 1959. This was 46,388 cubic 
meters or 7.2% more than during the same period of 1958, 
but 57,705 cubic meters or 7.7% less than during the first 
quarter of 1957. (One cubic meter equals 1.308 cubic yards. 
Ed.) The first quarter of 1959 showed a considerably more 
balanced monthly development than in previous years, due in 
part to favorable weather conditions and early resumption of 
building activities in the more important European import 
countries. The list of purchasers was again topped by Italy 
which with 364,725 cubic meters bought 52,021 cubic meters 
of coniferous lumber more than the year before. Other export 
increases were achieved in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Switzerland and Greece. Several countries imported less 
Austrian lumber than during the first three months of 1958. 
They included France, the Netherlands, Trieste, England 
and Hungary. 
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LENZING STAPLE FIBER PRODUCTION 
REPRESENTS 3.3% OF WORLD OUTPUT 

In 1958, the Austrian Zellwolle A.G. in Lenzing produced 
46,448 tons of staple fiber. The output represents 3.3% of 
total world production. The main importers of Austrian staple 
fiber were the Federal Republic of Germany, about 6,100 
tons; the Union of South Africa, ‘about 5,400 tons; and the 
United States, about 4,300 tons. East European nations pur- 
chased about 2,200 tons. 


FOOD CONSUMPTION RISES 

Austrian food production shows that the consumption of 
food and beverages continued to increase through 1958 and 
that high quality foods, in particular, achieved a larger share 
last year than ever before of the total production. The pro- 
duction value in the foodstuff industry rose from 10.4 billion 
schillings in 1957, to 11.1 billion schillings in 1958. (About 
26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) At the same time, the 
production index rose from 169.6 to 183.3. However, consi- 
derable production increasesoccurred in only a limited number 
of products, especially carbonated beverages, canned fruits, 
vegetables, vegetable fats and certain bakery goods, 

A comparison of the increase in value and the production 
index shows that value and volume increases are almost the 
same, 

Beet sugar production during the 1957-1958 season 
amounted to 255,800 tons, During the 1958-1959 season, it 
rose to 266,600 tons, This was more than enough to cover 
Austria’s sugar needs amounting to roughly 250,000 tons 
annually, 


EXPANSION OF THE AUSTRIAN 
SUPER-HIGHWAY NETWORK 

Austrian Commerce Minister Fritz Bock recently broke 
ground for the construction of the new super highway Kuf- 
stein-Innsbruck-Brenner Pass, As the first stage of the 
project, the road from Innsbruck to Schoenberg will be built. 
It will have only seven curves compared with 84 which the 
present highway over the same distance has. One of the most 
interesting installations in the project will be the Stilltal 
Bridge which will be about 2,000 feet long and carry the 
highway nearly 600 feet above the depth of the valley. During 
the ground-breaking ceremonies, Bock suggested that the 
bridge be called Europe Bridge, because Austria intended to 
contribute toward closer relations of nations by means of the 
modern expansion of its highway network. The Commerce 
Minister also announced that since the end of the war, 
Austria had spent two billion schillings for super-highway 
construction and more than six billion schillings for general 
highway and road construction. (About 26 schillings equal 
one dollar. Ed.) 

Some time earlier, Bock had attended the ground-breaking 
ceremonies for the construction of the North-South highway 
Here the first stage will be the road from Vienna to Wiener- 
Neustadt. Also under construction is the West-East highway 
of which about 100 miles between Salzburg and Vienna have 
been opened for traffic 


—— 


AUSTRIA’S AGRICULTURE 
COVERS 85% OF DOMESTIC NEEDS 

During 1958, the volume of Austria’s agricultural produc. 
tion continued to increase. Grain and vegetable production 
reached the index figure of 140.9 (1937 — 100) and was 
higher than that of 1957. Animal production remaine 
unchanged at an index of 117.3, due to a reduction in stocks, 
The net production value of Austrian agriculture in 1953 
amounted to amout 12.5 billion schillings or 29.6% more tha 
before World War II. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar, 
Ed.) The index of work productivity reached 150.9 (1937-~ 
100) and was 11.4% higher than in 1957. Austrian foodstuf 
consumption was covered 84.8% by domestic production jp 
1958 as against 82.4% in 1957. In calories, roughly 77% of 
the Austrian consumption was produced domestically. 
AUSTRIANS ARE HARDLY PILL-TAKERS 

International surveys show that the Austrian people use 
less medication than other nations and can hardly be cop 
sidered ‘‘pill-takers.’’ While it is true that more money has 
been spent in Austria for medicines during recent years than 
previously, this is due to the use of new, highly effective 
preparations which are expensive to make and costly 
purchase, The figures show that countries which have a high 
standard of living also have an increasing consumption of 
medicines, One of the surveys reported that Denmark and 
West Germany spend 185 schillings per capita and year on 
medicines, Sweden 257 schillings, Switzerland 600, .and the 
United States 540 schillings while in Austria only 115 
schillings is spent per capita and year. (About 26 Schillings 
equal one dollar. Ed.) 


“EUROPEAN VILLAGE” IN VORARLBERG OPENED 
Father Dominique Pire, Nobel Peace Prize winner and 
founder of the organization ‘‘Help for homeless D.P.’s” 
stated recently after a tour of Austria that more than 5,00 
people in 20 foreign countries had declared their willingness 
to undertake to help refugees living in Austria. He also re 
ported that the European Village at Hoerbranz near Bregenz 
had been finished and would offer housing to 20 refugee 
families. Father Pire said that construction of the sixth 
European Village would be started near Duesseldorf (Ger 
many) late in May. It will be called Anne-Frank-Village. 


VIENNA’S GIRLS OUTSTUDY BOYS 

A recent study of educational results at Vienna’s schools 
sho wed that 96% of the Austrian capital’s pupils passed their 
annual examinations successfully. Only 4% failed to advance. 
The girls in the compulsory public schools show a bette 
average than the boys: only 3% had to repeat courses while 
5% of the boys failed in exams. However, the boys make ® 
for their early failures later. Their averages are generally 
higher than those of the girls at graduation from high schools. 


WINTER OLYMPICS WITHOUT TONI SAILER 

Toni Sailer, who has been world ski champion severd 
times, as well as an Olympic ski champion, will not partici 
pate in the next Winter Olympics scheduled next year it 
Squaw Valley, California. Sailer announced that his motiol 
picture committments will keep him busy. Currently, he is 
working in Berlin on his fourth motion picture. 
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~ CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


WORLD CONGRESS OF PROPHYLACTIC MEDICINE 

AT AUSSEE 

In the week starting August 29, Bad Aussee, Styria, 
will be the scene of the World Congress of Prophylactic 
Medicine. Nearly 400 physicians and teachers at medical 
y colleges will attend the sessions. Many participants will 
come from European and overseas nations. 





AUSTRIAN ARTISTS ENGAGED BY CHICAGO OPERA 

Two young Viennese singers, Christa Ludwig and Walter 
perry (who happen to be husband and wife) were engaged by 
the Chicago Lyric Opera for that company’s fall tour. They 
wll appear as Dorabella and Guglielmo in Mozart’s ‘‘Cosi 
fan tutte.’’ The performance will be in charge of two other 
vienna artists: Josef Krips will be the conductor, and Adolf 
pott, director of the Burgtheater, will be producer. Elizabeth 
Shwarzkopf will sing the part of Fiordiligi. Ferrando will 
be played by Leopold Simoneau who will sing the same part 
earlier this year during the Vienna Festival Weeks. 

Walter Berry has been in Chicago before. Under Solti’s 

‘direction he sang two performances of Mozart’s ‘‘Marriage 
of Figaro.’’ Christa Ludwig will sing in the United States 
i. the first time. 


U.S. ART EXHIBITION IN VIENNA 

Works by 33 artists from the Washington, D.C. area are 
nw on exhibit in Vienna. Franz Bader, a former Austrian 
,}at dealer who now operates a gallery and bookshop in the 
American capital, made the arrangements for the Vienna 
showing in cooperation with the Austrian Government Print- 
ing Office. The exhibit will also be seen in Linz, Salzburg 
jand Graz. Bader said that he considered the Vienna exhibit 
a Starting point for future exchanges of a similar type. Cur- 
rently, Bader is arranging for a group exhibition by young 
, Austrian artists in several cities in the United States. 


DRAMATIC WORKSHOP IN SALZBURG 

The Salzburg Dramatic Workshop recently finished its 
hird series of courses. Twelve authors participated in the 
curses, namely six from Austria, four from the Federal 
Republic of Germany, one from Spain and one from Italy. 
Pour of the authors attended the workshop for the second 
ime, and two for the third time. Dr. Fritz Peter Buch was 
hie director, and Karl Maria Grimme the co-director. Special 
lectures were given by Franz Theodor Csokor, Heinrich 
‘chnitzler and Helmut Schwarz. Practical work resulted in 
Wo one-act plays and in drafts for three regular plays. 
} The n2xt series will take place from July 7 to August 
6, 1959. Thirty participants have already registered. Pro- 
lessor George Savage of Los Angeles will participate in the 
simmer series and prepare the workshop’s English section. 








VIENNA STATE OPERA PREMIERES 1959-1960 

The management of the Vienna State Opera has announced 
its plans for the winter season 1959-1960. The season will 
next September with a revival of Smetana’s ‘‘Bartered Bride.’’ 
Karl Boehm has been chosen as the conductor and Guenter 
Rennert as the director. The main roles will be sung by Irm- 
gard Seefried, Waldemar Kmentt and Oskar Czerwenka. In 
October, Rossini’s ‘‘Cenerentola’’ (Cinderella) follows with 
Christa Ludwig in the title rile and with Alberto Erede as 
conductor. Rennert will again direct and the scenic design 
will be by Ita Maximowna. This Rossini opus has been given 
only four times in the Vienna opera, and that was way back 
in 1881. In November, Prokofieff’s ballet ‘‘Romeo and Juliet”’ 
will be offered, 

The 1959 Christmas premiere will be a new ‘‘Orfeo e 
Euridice’’ by Gluck, with Herbert Karajan as musical director. 
O.F. Schuh will be responsible for the production and Caspar 
Neher will design the scenery. Next February, Borodin’s 
‘‘Prince Igor’’ will be premiered with Eberhard Waechter in 
the title role and Hans Rotter in another important part. 
Lovro von Matacic will have the musical direction. (Producer: 
Hager; scenic design: Reinking). :In March, the premiere of 
“Mord im Dom’’ (Murder in the Cathedral) will be staged. 
The book is after T.S. Elliot’s work, the music by Ildebrando 
Pizetti. Karajan will conduct, Margarete Wallmann will direct 
and Paolo Zuffi of Milan will be the scenic designer. 

April will have another ballet premiere, but the work 
has not yet been finally chosen. In May, Karl Boehm will 
have the musical direction of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Capriccio.”’ 
During the 1960 Vienna Festival Weeks, Herbert Karajan will 
produce and conduct Wagner’s ‘‘Goetterdaemmerung’’ (The 
Twilight of the Gods) with scenic designs by Emil Preeto- 
rius. This will be the final link in Karajan’s ‘‘Ring’’ pro- 
ductions. 

During the 1959-1960 season, Richard Strauss’ opera 
“Die schweigsame Frau’’ (The Silent Woman) will be taken 
over by the Vienna State Opera from the Salzburg Festival. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA BALLET 
AT BREGENZ FESTIVAL 

During this year’s Bregenz Festival — July 21 to August 
19 — the ballet of the Vienna State Opera will perform 
Gluck’s ‘‘Don Juan’’ and Gottfried von Einem’s ‘‘Medusa,”’ 
With the engagement of the opera ballet, the festival manage- 
ment is enabled to continue its tradition of including a modern 
ballet in its schedule, The Vienna ballet will also appear in 
performances of Johann Strauss’ ‘‘Thousand and One Nights’’ 
to be given on the Bregenz floating stage and in Monteverdi’s 
opera-ballet ‘‘Combattimento di Tancredi e Clorinda’’ in the 
Theater am Kornmarkt. 


“‘OLYMPIA’’ WILL BE FILMED IN VIENNA 

Filming of ‘‘Olympia’’ (after a book by Molnar) will 
begin in Vienna early in June. The cast includes Sophia 
Loren, Maurice Chevalier and John Gavin. Michael Curtis will 
direct. 
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ANDRE CLUYTENS SIGNED FOR VIENNA STATE OPERA 

Andre Cluytens, the conductor, has been given a long- 
term contract by the Vienna State Opera. Together with se- 
veral other conductors, he will take up the duties of Rudolf 
Moralt, musical director of the Vienna State Opera, who 
died last year. 


INTERNATIONAL “OPERA AND BALLET IN TV”’ 
CONGRESS IN SALZBURG 

During the week of August 23 Salzburg will play host 
to an international congress devoted to ‘‘Opera and Ballet in 
Television and Film.’’ Delegates will discuss the trends and 
features of development, the technical and artistic aspects, 
and problems connected with producing operas and ballets 
for TV and motion pictures, Representatives from 30countries 
are expected to participate in the discussions. 


BOOKS AND THE AUSTRIAN ECONOMY 

28,166 tons of books, musical scores, scientific charts 
and scientific journals have been exported by Austrian pub- 
lishers in the period from 1947 through 1958, a recent survey 
showed, These exports were valued at 1,008,393,000 schil- 
lings. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) The highest 
expart success was achieved in 1957 with 141,238,000 schil- 


lings. In 1958, Austrian publishers exported books at a value 
of 130,647,000 schillings. The most important purchaser ¢ 
these Austrian publications was the Federal Republic g 
Germany which last year imported books and music worth 
93,617,000 schillings, or 66.3% of Austria’s total boot 
exports. 1.3% went to East Germany, 7.4% to Switzerland, 
3% to France, 1.9% to Great Britain, 3.3% to Italy and 1.6% 
to the United States. 

The Association of Austrian Booksellers intends ty 
follow a practice of former years in arranging this year, too, 
a number of book exhibitions in foreign countries. For the 
first time, Austrian books will be shown in Moscow in May 
to publicize the Austrian Industrial Fair which takes plage 
that month. Other book exhibitions will be held this year jp 
Zagreb, Helsinki, Duesseldorf, Warsaw, Prague, Bruenn, 
Frankfurt, Berlin and Belgrade.. The 11th Austrian Book Fai 
will be held next November. Between 2,500 and 3,000 titles 
from all branches of publication will be shown.,: 

Preparations for the 15th Congress of the Internationa} 
Union of Publishers which will take place in Vienna fron 
May 24 to 30, are already under way. For the first time since 
the end of World War II Austria has been chosen as the scene 
of the very important meeting of publishers from the world 
around. 1,200 participants from 26 countries have already 
registered. The Congress which will be held in the halls of 
the New Hofburg, will discuss a great many subjects, among 
them the Copyright Law and the Geneva Convention. 
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